
Artist Profile – Shinique Smith  
 
b. 1971 Baltimore, MD; lives and works in Brooklyn, NY 
 
 When Smith was a teenager, she attended the Baltimore High School for the Arts, a 
prestigious program that inspired her to work with youth education and art programs. Smith 
earned her BFA and her MFA from Maryland Institute College of Art, as well as earning her MAT 
from Tufts University. It was in 2003 that Smith moved to New York after she had the 
opportunity to participate in The Lower Manhattan Cultural Council’s artist studio residency, 
this is where she began making sculpture. Smith received the Joan Mitchell Foundation Grant in 
2008, the Louis Comfort Tiffany Foundation Grant in 2013, and the Anonymous Was a Woman 
Award in 2016.  

Smith creates paintings and sculptures that include her well-known monumental 
creations of fabric, clothing, and calligraphy that are inspired by the amount that we consume 
and discard on a personal and social scale. Smith also receives inspiration from her mother, 
who was a fashion designer, the Baltimore graffiti scene, and her study of Japanese calligraphy 
she did in undergraduate school. In many of her pieces Smith incorporates used clothing and 
stuffed animals to convey a sense of personal history as well as cultural connectivity.  

Smith’s paintings are colorful, spontaneous, and include organic shapes and gestural 
brush strokes. Her expressive paintings are influenced by calligraphy in the way the pattern 
seems to repeatedly loop around itself, and they are often displayed with her sculptural work. 
Along with being expressive, Smith’s paintings include elements that resemble her sculptures; 
she incorporates the used clothes and found objects that appear in her sculptural work and 
melds them into her paintings. Smith’s sculptural work uses found objects and second-hand 
clothing to form large bundles of assemblage to reference color field painting, other formal art 
movements, recycling, materialism, and urban poverty.  

Examples of Smith’s paintings include Whirlwind Dancer (1) and Forever Strong (2), 
showing how she incorporates the 3D elements into her 2D works. Examples of Smith’s 
sculptural works include Talisman for Inner Sight (3) and Crone Huntress (4), both examples of 
her soft sculptures.  
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