
Artist Profile – Maren Hassinger  
 
b. 1947 Los Angeles, CA; lives and works in New York City  
 

Hassinger was raised by a mother who was interested in arranging flowers, and a father 
who worked at a drafting table, because of her parents, her interest in art started early on. 
Hassinger attended Bennington College in 1965 and graduated with a BA in 1969. She originally 
attended college to study dance, but ended up studying sculpture and incorporating her dance 
into her pieces. After graduating from Bennington, Hassinger moved to New York City to work 
as an art editor at a publishing company where she managed the inclusion of African American 
images in textbooks. Her stay in New York was short lived as she moved back to Los Angeles 
with her husband a year later and attended UCLA to obtain her Master’s degree. In 1984 
Hassinger was an artist-in-residence at the Studio Museum, was Director of the Rinehart School 
of Sculpture at the Maryland Institute College of Art from 1997 to 2017, and was a professor at 
Stony Brook University for five years.  

Hassinger started creating sculptural pieces by going to junkyards and finding objects 
like industrial wire or rope, she was interested in these materials because she could make them 
resemble plant life. Along with using found objects, Hassinger includes a performance aspect in 
her pieces, as well as creating specifically performance work, installation pieces, and video art. 
While her sculptures often revolve around the subject of nature, Hassinger uses her video art to 
explore her personal family interactions and history as well as identity. One of Hassinger’s goals 
is to make statements about society and its commonalities, equality, and show beauty using 
everyday objects.  

Hassinger creates the nature like installations to give viewers a meditative space by 
responding to a natural environment. She uses organic shapes in her pieces that represent tree 
branches, rivers, or other bodies of water and makes them with the found objects, like plastic 
bags, metal, and the previously mentioned rope. The titles and uses of the specific materials 
Hassinger uses speak to the topics of race, equality, and identity, for example, how the 
materials, like rope, were used to enslave African Americans. She also touches on issues of the 
environment and our reliance on the natural world. 

In 1981 Hassinger became the first black artist to have a solo exhibition at the Los 
Angeles County Museum of Art. Hassinger has works in permanents collections at places like 
the Studio Museum, the San Francisco Museum of Modern Art, and the California African 
American Museum. She has also won awards including the Pollock-Krasner Foundation in 2007 
and the Lifetime Achievement Award from the Women’s Caucus for Art in 2009. Examples of 
Hassinger’s works include Diaries (1); an installation piece that shows how she uses found 
material to reproduce a nature scene, Wreath (2); an outdoor sculpture, High Noon (3); an 
image from one of her performance pieces, and Vanities (4); a still from one of her videos.  
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