
Artist Profile – Lynette Yiadom-Boakye  
 
b. 1977 London, England; lives and works in London, England  
 
 Yiadom-Boakye was born to parents who both worked as nurses in London where they 
emigrated to from Ghana. She attended Central St. Martins College of Art and design and 
graduated from Falmouth College of Art in 2000, later attending the Royal Academy Schools 
and graduating with an MA in 2003. Yiadom-Boakye has received many awards including the 
Arts Foundation Fellowship for Painting in 2006, and the Carnegie Prize honoring the top 
paintings of the year in 2018.  
 Yiadom-Boakye paints portraits of fictional black subjects that use raw and muted colors 
and a dark color palette. Her dark palette creates a feeling of stillness that fits well with the 
timeless nature of her subjects. Yiadom-Boakye creates subjects that are relatable to viewers, 
by painting them reading, lounging, or resting in traditional poses and giving them realistic 
facial expressions and gestures. Yiadom-Boakye uses black subjects because she is also black 
and feels that race is something she can use as she wants to in her works, she is also interested 
in the complexity that the race of her subjects brings to her pieces.  

One characteristic of Yiadom-Boakye’s oil paintings is the fact that her subjects are 
never associated with a specific decade or time, she does this by not painting shoes on her 
subjects as they are often indicative of a certain time. Another characteristic is that her subjects 
are often in front of an ambiguous background, they float over dark and monochromatic hues. 
Later in her works, Yiadom-Boakye uses a warmer color palette and adds more complex 
patterns and details into the subject and the background. Yiadom-Boakye only presents one 
person in each painting, but displays her pieces as if they were family portraits; arranged in 
groups.  

Yiadom-Boakye reveals political and psychological themes in her paintings by creating 
subjects that seem to exist beyond our time and location, making viewers ask questions like 
“who are they?” and “where are they?”. Within her paintings are themes of race and 
consciousness along with the already mentioned politics and psychology. Yiadom-Boakye’s 
method of painting is to work rapidly and intuitively, often she completes a composition in one 
day. She uses oil paints because of their messy quality and the fact that they don’t always do 
what you want them to giving them a kind of human quality.  

Examples of Yiadom-Boakye’s works include Complication (1), Sing Songs to Any Sinner 
(2), Treasure (3), and Midnight (4).  
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