
Artist Profile – Kalup Linzy  
 
b. 1977, Clermont, FL; lives and works in Tampa, FL and Brooklyn, NY  
 
 Linzy grew up in Florida and had quite a rough childhood, he was raised by his 
grandmother, who was deaf, and his aunt as his father struggled with schizophrenia and a drug 
addiction. His mother was in and out of mental facilities while he was growing up and his father 
became paralyzed after suffering from a stroke. Linzy also struggled with his sexuality, only 
sharing this with very close friends. Although Linzy went through many hard times, he was part 
of a close-nit community and had a large family with a sister, five half-brothers, and a step-
sister, while also considering his six cousins to be his siblings. Linzy attended the University of 
South Florida where he received his BA and later received his MFA from the same school.  
 Linzy has received numerous awards including the Guggenheim Memorial Foundation 
Fellowship, the Creative Capital Award, and the Louis Comfort Tiffany Foundation Grant. Along 
with his awards Linzy has works in collections at the MOMA, the Studio Museum, and the MET, 
he has even appeared in the show General Hospital in 2010. Linzy also enjoys writing music and 
preforming, including a performance where he sang Route 66.  
 Linzy creates video art that discuss themes of gender, pop culture, censorship, 
community, family, church, sexuality, race, stereotypes, and cultural identities. Linzy often uses 
himself as the subject of the videos but is also known to use other actors, including famous 
actors such as James Franco. No matter the actor in the video, Linzy is always the speaker, he 
creates voice-overs and frequently distorts his voice in some way. A common topic in Linzy’s 
videos are soap operas, as he grew up watching them with his family. He has created a series of 
soap opera videos that include the common soap opera stereotypes and are characterized by 
their low-tech quality. The soap opera videos are a way for Linzy to explore his themes of 
family, community, and cultural identities, while in other videos he explores themes of sexuality 
and gender by dressing himself, or others, in drag.   
 An example of Linzy’s work is a video titled Conversations Wit De Churen II: All My 
Churen (1). In this video, Linzy portrays both a grandmother and a granddaughter having a 
phone conversation, in it he explores gender, sexuality, family, and community. The previously 
mentioned topics are brought up when the granddaughter believes her mother won’t accept 
that she is gay and is talking to her grandmother for advice. Sexuality and gender are also 
brought up because of the fact that Linzy has dressed himself as two female characters. 
Although this video doesn’t include music, many of them do because of Linzy’s interest in 
writing and preforming songs. Another video follows the story of a young girl (played by Linzy) 
who moves from a small town to a big city to be on American Idol despite her mother’s 
disagreement. This video is titled Melody Set Me Free (2) and revolves around the ideas of soap 
operas and music parodies while discussing the fact that people often identify and feel close to 
the fictional characters that they watch on TV.  
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