Artist Profile — Juliana Huxtable
b. 1987 Bryan-College Station, TX; lives and works in New York City

Huxtable grew up in a conservative town in Texas and was raised by a single mother
after her parents got divorced. She was born intersex and began to transition after she
attended college, this led to a struggle with gender and identity early in life. Huxtable attended
Bard College in New York where she took several painting classes but did not pursue a degree in
painting because of criticism from her professors, instead Huxtable studied literature and
gender studies. Huxtable was interested in fashion and being a DJ as well as the other topics
she studied at Bard College. She created DJ mixes that integrated her poetry, participated in a
number of fashion shows, and was even photographed alongside thirteen other transgender
women.

Huxtable’s work explores many topics including identity, the body, text, language,
conspiracy theories, fashion, and countercultures. She is influenced by science fiction, internet
culture; specifically, how it has changed from text based to now image based, and afrofuturism;
a philosophy that explores the African diaspora culture and how it relates to technology. Some
of Huxtable’s goals are to find and transform imagery that has symbolic power, create safe
spaces, address anxieties, and cultivate a sense of inclusivity with her work. Huxtable uses
many mediums to create her works; photography, often self-portraits, text based prints,
performance, social media, and music all help her present her issues and themes. She often
constructs human-creature hybrid avatars to represent her fluid gender and sexual identity, and
much of her work focuses on the connections between different ideas.

Huxtable’s photography is often very colorful and is done in a self-portrait style. She
clearly uses her interest in science fiction in her images to create a new and different space to
explore her identity and gender. The other side of Huxtable’s photography are her text-based
prints, where she uses her own writing, either poetry or stories, and incorporates them into her
images so that they are the main focus. The text typically revolves around her exploring her
identity and commenting on the ways society reacts to identity, gender, and cultures. The
performance, social media, and music mediums often go together; Huxtable will do a
performance piece that begins with loud dance music before beginning to recite her own
poetry that discusses identity in our new digital age.

Huxtable is a member of House of Ladosha, a New York City-based collective that
showcases various art projects, she is also a founder of Shock Value, a NYC nightlife collective
run by women artists, DJs, writers, and fashion icons. Huxtable is also on the editorial board for
the Topical Cream, a platform that supports artists through digital publishing programs and
received a United States Artists Fellowship in 2019. A few examples of Huxtable’s work include
Nuwabian Princess (1); a photograph that includes the avatar previously mentioned, Untitled
(Destroying Flesh) (2); an example of a print that is just text and discusses her identity and
gender, and Untitled (LIL” MARVEL) (3); which demonstrates again her interest in science fiction.
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