
Artist Profile – Jennifer Packer  
 
b. 1984 Philadelphia, PA; lives and works in New York City  
 
 Packer attended the Tyler School of Art at Temple University where she received her 
BFA in 2007 in painting and drawing. Later she attended Yale University where she received her 
MFA in 2012 in painting and printmaking. Before attending both schools already listed, Packer 
attended Temple University in Rome, Italy around 2005. Some awards Packer has won include 
the Gamblin Paint Prize, the Robert Schoelkopf Memorial Traveling Fellowship, and the Rema 
Hort Mann Foundation Grant. Along with her many awards, Packer was also an artist-in-
residence at the Studio Museum in Harlem in 2012.  
 Packer paints intimate works, like portraits, interior scenes, and still lifes that use 
photographs, sittings, and imagined scenarios to create her images. She always keeps the 
subjects to people she is closest to; friends, fellow artists, relatives, lovers, and, rarely, herself. 
Packer’s goal isn’t to idealize any of her subjects, but is to show authenticity, ambiguity, and to 
hint and the contradictions of personality. She does this by creating a separation between 
herself and the subject which comes from her style of painting almost abstractly with 
incredibley gestural brush strokes.  
 A technique that Packer employs is to scrape paint away to create her details, for 
example, she scrapes away paint in the face of her subject to represent a wrinkle on a finger. 
Often, Packer’s style of gestural brush strokes makes her paintings seem as if everything is in 
motion except for the subject as well as blending the background and the subject together. 
Another technique Packer uses is limiting her color palette; her paintings are often comprised 
of varying ranges of one or two colors. Common themes that arise in Packer’s work are black 
female subjectivity, the Black Lives Matter movement and police brutality, race, racism, and the 
way the body has been represented in art history.  
 Examples of Packer’s works include Graces (1), Eric (2), Hold (3); a still life done when 
she was focusing on the theme of loss after a specific case of police brutality, and Apparition as 
Inheritance (4); an example of her more abstract work.  

Online Sources: 
https://www.artforum.com/print/201805/jennifer-packer-75053 
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